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PROGRAMME 

 
‘Arioso’ for cello and piano                                             J S Bach (1685 – 1750)                                  

Suite No. 1 in G major for solo cello BWV 1007                J S Bach (1685 – 1750)                                 
i     Prelude                                                                                                                                                    
ii    Allemande                                                                                                                                                                       
iii   Courante                                                                                                                                                                   
iv   Sarabande                                                                                                                                                      
v    Minuets 1 & 2                                                                                                                                                           

vi   Gigue 

Drei  Fantasiestücke  for cello and piano Op. 73                Robert Schumann (1810 - 1856)                                                 
i    Zart und mit Ausdruck (Tender and with expression)                                                                                    
ii    Lebhaft, leicht (Lively, light)                                                                                                                                                          

iii   Rasch und mit Feuer (Quick and with fire) 

INTERVAL 

 
Sonata in G minor for Cello and Piano  Op 19                   Sergei Rachmaninoff (1873 – 1943)  
i     Lento – Allegro moderato  
ii    Allegro scherzando  
iii   Andante  
iv   Allegro mosso  
 

 

PROGRAMME NOTES 

J S Bach: Arioso for cello and piano & Suite No. 1 in G major for solo cello BWV 1007                                                                                                                                         

The ‘arioso’ you will hear at this evening’s recital is an arrangement for cello and piano of the 

sinfonia which opens Bach’s church Cantata "Ich steh`mit einem Fuss im Grabe" (“I am 

standing with one foot in the grave”) BWV 156 first performed in Leipzig in 1729. The original 

sinfonia was scored for oboe, strings and continuo and was most likely derived from an early 

F major oboe concerto of Bach’s; it appears also as the middle movement (largo) of Bach’s 

Harpsichord Concerto No.5 in F minor BWV 1056. There have been many arrangements of 

the ‘arioso’ including those for trumpet and piano, violin and piano, solo guitar and also for 

full orchestra (the latter arr. by Leopold Stokowski – who else?!) 

Bach’s six suites for unaccompanied cello (BWV 1007 to 1012) are considered to be some 

of his greatest and most profound compositions. They were most likely written between 1717 

and 1723 and are similarly structured – each suite containing six movements based on 

baroque dance types ie. prelude; allemande; courante; sarabande; two minutes or bourrées 

or gavottes; and a gigue. Originally the suites were little known until cellist Pablo Cassals 

studied them in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, recording them in 1936 after which time 

their popularity soared. It is possible that the suites were written not for the familiar cello we 

know today but rather for the ‘cello da spalla’, an instrument smaller than the standard cello 

but larger than a viola and played held against the chest and shoulder. The suites have been 

much transcribed and arranged for a multitude of different instruments, including the full 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prelude_%28music%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allemande
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Courante
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarabande
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minuet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gigue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bourr%C3%A9e
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orchestra. The opening ‘prelude’ of the 1st suite is particularly popular; based around 

arpeggiated chords the movement is instantly recognisable and has featured much in film 

and TV soundtracks.                                                                                                                                                                 

Robert Schuman:  Fantasiestücke for cello and piano Op. 73                                                        

Robert Schumann was a key composer of the Romantic era in music. His three 

Fantasiestücke (’Fantasy Pieces) Op. 73 were written in 1849 in just two days and although 

originally intended for clarinet and piano, Schumann said that the clarinet part could be 

played by either the viola or cello. The Romantic era was characterised by lyrical, harmonic 

and emotional expression. It was a period when composers could express their creative 

impulses freely and imaginatively and Schumann, in these three Fanatasy Pieces, amply 

demonstrates this in no uncertain terms. In this work Schumann take the listener (and the 

musicians) through a range of emotions from deep self-reflection to the heights of euphoria. 

Although each piece conveys a different mood, Schumann connects them so that collectively 

they become a harmonically unified whole. The first piece ‘tender and with expression’  

begins in a melancholy way in the key of A minor but brightens eventually to A major. The 

second piece ‘lively,light’  is basically in A major and is playful, energetic and more positive 

in mood. The third piece ‘quick and with fire’ is again in A major and commences with a 

sense of urgency which eventually works itself up into a frenzied and exuberant ending  - a 

very testing finale for both players.                                                                                             

Sergei Rachmaninoff:  Sonata in G minor for Cello and Piano Opus 19                                                       

Rachmaninoff’s ‘Sonata in G minor for Cello and Piano Op.19’ (Rachmaninoff apparently 

disliked calling the work a cello sonata as he deemed the cello and piano to be equally 

important in the work) was dedicated to the famous Russian cellist Anatoliy Brandukov who 

premiered the work in Moscow in December 1901 with Rachmaninoff as pianist. Although 

the sonata is felt by many to be Rachmaninoff’s most famous piece of chamber music, it was 

somewhat eclipsed by the hugely successful 2nd Piano Concerto which was premiered just 

before in November 1901. The work is in four movements and writing it played a vital role in 

helping Rachmaninoff overcome his feelings of depression and inability to be creative after 

the failure of his first symphony in 1987. 

BIOGRAPHIES 

Molly Parsons-Gurr                                                                                                                               

Molly began her cello studies at the age of thirteen, completed her undergraduate course at 

Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance and then gained a Master of Performance 

degree at the Royal College of Music where she was the recipient of the Henry Wood 

Award.  

As a string quartet player she has explored a vast amount of the chamber music repertoire 

and has taken part in many master classes working with renowned quartets such as the 

Endellion and Chilingirian quartets and with internationally famous cellists such as Natalie 

Clein and Nicolas Jones. 

Molly has performed at many diverse events and venues both at home and abroad and 

recently performed with Christopher Benham in a duo recital at the First International 

Festival of Music at Chateau des Jalesnes in France. 

Besides working as a freelance solo and orchestral cellist Molly teaches privately in London 

and with the Hertfordshire Music Service as an instrumental teacher, orchestral coach and 
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conductor. During her career, Molly has been gratefully funded by a number of institutions 

including the Denne Gilkes Memorial Fund , the Lynn Foundation and the Seary Trust. 

 

Christopher Benham                                                                                                                                

Chris began his musical education as a chorister at Wymondham Abbey, Norfolk. He then 

went on to study piano and organ at the Colchester Institute School of Music where he won 

prizes for solo and ensemble piano playing. After graduating, he joined the Institute’s staff as 

a piano accompanist.  

 

In 1996 he became Organist and Director of Music at All Saints’ Church Hertford where he 

continued to develop the strong choral tradition and successfully managed the overhaul of its 

fine Willis organ.  

Chris is a trained teacher. He has held a number of teaching posts and currently he is both a  

teacher of music and the Chapel Organist at St. Edmund’s College, Ware, England’s oldest 

Catholic school. He performs regularly with a number of instrumentalists, singers and 

ensembles and has established regular lunchtime concerts in Hertford and Harlow. 

 
Redbridge Music Society’s next three events  

 

 Friday 11th November 2016   ‘Ilford Jazz Cafe’ - Keith Nichols (jazz piano) – FREE 

lunchtime event at the Lambourne Room (Redbridge Town Hall) 12:30 to 1:30 pm 

 Tuesday 6th December 2016  Carol Concert and Annual Christmas Party with 

‘Modality’ Youth Choir - Lambourne Room (Redbridge Town Hall) 8:00 to10:00 pm 

 Tuesday 24th January 2017   Recital by students of Redbridge Music Service   - 

Lambourne Room (Redbridge Town Hall) 8:00 to10:00 pm 

Tickets for the December and January events will be available at the door on the evening. 
£7 (members)  £10 (visitors)  and include complimentary light refreshments.  
 

 
 
For information about Redbridge Music Society and for details about membership, please contact either 
Malcolm Billingsley (Secretary)    Tel: 020 8504 6340  Email:  vitaphone16@gmail.com  or   David Bird 

(Membership Secretary)   Tel: 07511 888 520  Email: bird.d@tiscali.co.uk  

Redbridge Music Society is supported by Vision Redbridge Culture & Leisure 

mailto:vitaphone16@gmail.com
mailto:bird.d@tiscali.co.uk

