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PROGRAMME 

 
 

Piano Sonata in G major  D894                                                    Franz Schubert (1797 - 1828) 
 

INTERVAL 

 

Arabeske for piano in C major Op.18                                        Robert Schumann (1810 -1856) 

Préludes for solo piano                                                                 Claude Debussy (1862-1918)                                                                                                  
- La Cathédrale engloutie                                                                                                                                         
- La danse de Puck                                                                                                                               

- Minstrels 

Ballade No.1 in G minor  Op. 23                                                   Frédéric  Chopin (1810-1849) 
 
 
 

 

PROGRAMME NOTES           

Schubert   Piano Sonata in G major  D894                                                                                            

Schubert’s G major Piano Sonata D894, composed in October 1826 when he was 29 years 

old, is notably lyrical in character and pervaded throughout by a mood of calmness and 

serenity. The sonata is sometimes called the “ Fantasie-Sonata”, a name given to the first 

movement of the work  by the Austrian publisher and composer Tobias Haslinger (who, 

incidentally, also published some of Beethoven’s, Schumann’s, Weber’s and Liszt’s works). 

There are four movements: I Molto moderato e cantabile (this movement is a deeply calm 

piece of music); II Andante; III Menuetto. Allegro moderato; IV Allegretto (a witty movement 

written generally in the form of “ecossaises” or country dances but interspersed with 

moments of poignancy).  

                                                      

Schumann  Arabeske for piano in C major Op.18                                                                                                

Schumann composed his Arabeske Op.18 in 1839 writing it in a more feminine “delicate – 

for ladies” style (Schumann’s own words). At that time Schumann’s increasingly complex 

and unconventional approaches simply did not make money and he and Clara Wieck (later 

Clara Schumann) anticipated that simpler, lighter compositions such as the Arabeske and 

the Blumenstock (also written in 1839) would enable increased financial income for them.  

The Arabeske is written in rondo form and starts with an ambling, lyrical main theme 

(required  to be played “lightly and caressingly”) which appears three times, interrupted by 

two contrasting minor key episodes. The work ends with a beautiful and gentle coda.  

 

 
Debussy  Préludes for solo piano (Book I: 10,11 and 12)                                                                                                                     
Debussy’s 24 Préludes for solo piano are set out in two books of 12 preludes each: Book I 

was completed in 1910 and Book II in 1913. Following the practice initiated by Debussy, 



 

3 
 

many performers play the preludes in groups of three or four at a time, selecting them as 
they wish as is the case for this evening’s performance. Debussy gave titles to each prelude, 
placing the title at the end of the written music thereby suggesting that the music is not to be 
inspired by the title but rather the other way round. La Cathédrale engloutie (The Submerged 
Cathedral) is the tenth prelude in Book I and is based on the ancient Breton myth (of which 

there are many versions and variations) of the lost city of Ys that had been sunk to the 
bottom of the sea as a punishment for sinful behaviour. On occasions it re-emerges from the 
depths and then slowly resubmerges allowing the cathedral organ, bells and monks' chants 
to be briefly heard before being recaptured by the sea. La danse de Puck (Puck’s Dance) 
and Minstrels are, respectively, the eleventh and twelfth preludes in Book I. The preludes – 
in particular La Cathédrale engloutie – have, over the years, been subject to considerable 

orchestration, arrangement and transcription.  
 
. 
Chopin   Ballade No.1 in G minor Op. 23 
Chopin’s four Ballades – single-movement dance-like pieces for solo piano – are regarded 

as some of the most demanding pieces to play in the whole piano repertoire.  The G minor 

ballade Op. 23 was completed in 1835 and dedicated to Baron Nathaniel von Stockhausen, 

the Hanoverian Ambassador to France. The work opens with a brief introduction followed by 

two main themes which are elaborated on before returning once again albeit in different 

keys. Listen out for the mighty chord that starts off the Presto coda. The Ballade No.1 is a 

particularly popular work of Chopin’s and has featured in many films and documentaries -  

most notably, perhaps, in Polanski’s Oscar-winning film The Pianist in 2002. 

             
BIOGRAPHY 

Erdem was born in Ipswich in 1989 and started having keyboard lessons at the age of six. 
From the age of thirteen he attended a Saturday conservatoire and studied for five years 
under pianist Mark Fielding at the Junior department of GSMD (Guildhall School of Music 
and Drama). It was during these years that Erdem’s interest in music intensified and at the 
age of sixteen he realised he wanted to become a professional musician. Later he won a full 
scholarship to study with international concert pianist Martin Roscoe at GSMD. 

In 2006 he was a prize-winner at the International Rachmaninov Competition for Young 
Pianists and in the same year won the Keyboard Instrument Prize at GSMD. In the 2008 
BBC Young Musician of the Year competition, he was piano section winner and concerto 
finalist playing Rachmaninov’s Rhapsody on a theme of Paganini with the BBC National 

Orchestra of Wales. 

Erdem has performed at many events in the UK and abroad and has appeared at prestigious 
venues such as the Wigmore Hall, Snape Maltings, the Cardiff Millenium Centre and St 

Martin-in-the-Fields. His Wigmore Hall recital was broadcast on Radio 3. 

He gained much by performing in master-classes given by famous pianists such as Ronan 
O’Hara, Bernard Roberts, Peter Donohoe and Lang Lang; Lang Lang remarking that 

Erdem’s playing was “quite stunning”. 

Erdem is not only active as concert pianist and recitalist but is also a keen chamber musician 
regularly playing in a piano trio and with the Arnold Camerata, an ensemble of string and 
wind players from GSMD and the Royal Academy of Music, with whom he has performed 

works including the Schubert Trout Quintet and Poulenc’s Wind Sextet. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Hanover
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coda_%28music%29
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Redbridge Music Society’s next two events 

 

 Thursday 27th April 2017  Recital by Daniel Swani (flute)                                                                     

Churchill Room, Wanstead Library 8:00 to 10:00 pm  

 Tuesday 23rd May 2017   Recital by the Pelleas Ensemble (flute, harp, and viola) 

Churchill Room, Wanstead Library 8:00 to 10:00 pm      

Tickets will be available at the door on the evening.£7 (members)  £10 (visitors) and will 
include complimentary light refreshments.  
 

 
 
For information about Redbridge Music Society and for details about membership, please contact either 
Malcolm Billingsley (Secretary)    Tel: 020 8504 6340  Email:  vitaphone16@gmail.com  or   David Bird 

(Membership Secretary)   Tel: 07511 888 520  Email: bird.d@tiscali.co.uk  

Redbridge Music Society is supported by Vision Redbridge Culture & Leisure 

mailto:vitaphone16@gmail.com
mailto:bird.d@tiscali.co.uk

