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PROGRAMME 

 

Terzettino                                                                                  Théodore Dubois (1837 – 1924) 

Flute Sonata in C major BWV  1033                                                      J S Bach (1685 - 1750) 

Sonata for Flute Viola Harp                                                        Claude Debussy (1862 – 1918)                                                             

INTERVAL 

Chanson Triste and Melodie                                                    Piotr Tchaikovsky (1840 – 1893) 

Sonata after Syrinx (extracts)                                       Richard Rodney Bennett  (1936 – 2012) 

Trio Sonata in D major                                                             Jean-Marie Leclair (1697 - 1764) 

Sonatine                                                                                     Maurice Ravel  (1875 – 1937) 

 

 

PROGRAMME NOTES   

Théodore Dubois Terzettino                                                                                                 

Théodore Dubois – a successful academic and composer -  wrote the Terzettino for flute, 

viola and harp in 1905 – the first composition to be written for this ensemble of instruments. 

It is a short work (just under 6 minutes) and is a single moderato written in an unashamedly 

reflective and romantic style.  

J S Bach: Flute Sonata in C major BWV1033                                                                                                        
This was written around 1731 and is in four movements:   I  Andante – Presto,  II  Allegro, III  
Adagio and IV Menuet 1,2  The work was attributed to J S Bach in the original manuscript, 

but was written in the hand of his son Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach . 

Debussy:  Sonata for Flute, Viola and Harp                                                                                           
Debussy wrote this piece in 1915 and its first performance took place in Boston USA in 
November 1916.  He originally intended the work to be for flute, oboe and harp but decided 
that the sound quality of the viola would complement that of the flute better than that of the 
oboe. The work is in three movements   I) Pastorale. Lento, dolce rubato,  II) Interlude: 

Tempo di Minuetto, III) Finale. Allegro moderato ma risoluto 

Tchaikovsky:  Chanson Triste and Melodie                                                                                        
These are arrangements of works written for piano and violin/piano respectively. Chanson 
Triste (a salon piece) was written in 1878 – an emotionally difficult year for Tchaikovsky. It is 
a short romantic and engaging piece. The Melodie was also written in 1878 and is from 

Tchaikovsky’s three movement work,  Souvenir d'un lieu cher 

                                         

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Philipp_Emanuel_Bach
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Richard Rodney Bennett Sonata after Syrinx (extracts)                                                                                 

This piece was written during August 1985 for the Nash Ensemble, for their concert to mark 
Richard Rodney Bennett’s 50th birthday recital, given at Wigmore Hall in May 1986. The 
Sonata is in seven short sections: I Molto moderato, II  Presto (Scherzo 1), III alla habanera, 

IV  Cadenza (for viola and harp), V  Vivo (Scherzo 2), VI  Poco adagio (solo harp), VII 
adagio. 

 

Leclair   Trio Sonata in D major                                                                                                                                                             
Jean-Marie Leclair (1697-1764) was born in the Lyon, France. Originally a ballet dancer he 
studied violin and became a concert violinist and a (very prolific) composer. The Trio Sonata 
was written in 1728 and is in four movements:  I Adagio, II Allegro, III  Sarabande and IV 

Allegro assai. 

Ravel: Sonatine                                                                                                                                     
The arrangement you will hear this evening is harpist Carlos Salzedo’s arrangement of 
Ravel’s popular Sonatine for solo piano. It was written, with Ravel’s approval, just after 1915 

and was originally intended as a test piece for students at the Paris Conservatoire. It is in 

three movements:   I. Modéré  II. Mouvement de menuet, and  III.Animé. 

 
BIOGRAPHY 

The Pelléas Ensemble – Luba Tunnicliffe (viola), Oliver Wass (harp) and Henry Roberts 

(flute) – has received much recognition and acclaim since it was formed at the Guildhall 

School of Music and Drama in 2011 whilst the players were still students. They were winners 

of the 2017 Elias Fawcett Award for Outstanding Chamber Ensemble at the Royal Overseas 

League Competition and in 2016 won both the Grand Prize and the Audience Prize in the St 

Martin-in- the-Fields Chamber Music Competition. In 2015 they won First Prize at the British 

Harp Chamber Music Competition and have recently been selected as Tillett Trust Young 

Artists. Individually, Luba is at present kindly supported by Making Music’s PDGYA (‘Philip & 

Dorothy Green Young Artists’) scheme of which she is a 2017 award winner and Oliver is 

currently giving recitals at St John’s Smith Square as a St John’s Smith Square Young Artist. 

Henry has worked with prestigious conductors such as Sir Antonio Pappano and Yan Pascal 

Tortelier 

In November 2016, they made their debut at the Wigmore Hall, at which they were praised 

by Seen and Heard International for their “captivating vitality” and “effortlessness and 

delicacy”  They have given numerous recitals at other London venues including St John’s 

Smith Square and have also appeared live on BBC Radio 3's ‘In Tune'. The players take 

communication with their audiences very seriously and have established a reputation for 

performing their recitals from memory, which they believe creates an immediate and more 

intimate connection with their listeners. They aim to make every listener at their recitals feel 

that the flute, viola and harp are being played “just for them” and for nobody else. 

The combination of flute, viola and harp is somewhat unusual and repertoire written 

specifically for such a combination is relatively rare. However, this provides the ensemble 

players with the opportunity to perform many arrangements of existing works in ways where 

they can explore many types of sound worlds and textures. The players are dedicated to 

performing new music; they have recently premiered new works and have also 

commissioned a number of pieces, some with a very strong jazz influence which, they hope, 
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will appeal to younger audiences.  One recently commissioned work is by jazz bass player 

and composer Misha Mullov-Abbado, son of violinist Viktoria Mullova and the late Claudio 

Abbado. 

The Pelléas Ensemble is rapidly becoming a much sought-after group and their recital will 

provide the perfect finish to Redbridge Music Society’s current 2016/17 season. 

 

 
Redbridge Music Society’s Opening Event of 2017/18 season  

 
Tuesday 24th October 2017   Colin Pryke Memorial Recital  

Churchill Room, Wanstead Library  at  8:00 pm      

Tickets will be available at the door on the evening.£7 (members)  £10 (visitors) and will 
include complimentary light refreshments.  
 
 

 

Redbridge Music Society is supported by Vision Redbridge Culture & Leisure and is affiliated 

to ‘Making Music’. 

 

Making Music is the UK’s leading organisation for leisure-time music, with over 3,200 music 

groups in membership. Its Philip and Dorothy Green Young Artists scheme (PDGYA) has 

helped to launch the careers of dozens of young musicians since its creation in 1961, 

including Steven Isserlis, Elizabeth Banks and Craig Ogden. It is made possible by the 

generosity of the Philip and Dorothy Green Music Trust, which promotes young artists and 

composers. www.makingmusic.org.uk/pdgya 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
For information about Redbridge Music Society and for details about membership, please contact either 
Malcolm Billingsley (Secretary)    Tel: 020 8504 6340  Email:  vitaphone16@gmail.com  or   David Bird 

(Membership Secretary)   Tel: 07511 888 520  Email: bird.d@tiscali.co.uk  
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